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Gov. Whitmer Should Heed Lessons  

From Today's Lawsuit Against Enbridge  
Enbridge Line 5 Delay Tactics Rejected By Wisconsin Tribe 
 
The Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa filed suit against 
Enbridge today to force the decommissioning and removal of the Line 5 pipeline, which runs 
across 12 miles of sensitive habitat in the Bad River Reservation in Wisconsin. This litigation follows a failed 
multi-year mediation process and is necessary to force the Canadian-owned 
company to comply with its legal obligations to decommission and remove the 66-year-old 
pipeline from the Bad River watershed. Enbridge has continued to operate the pipeline for six 
years since easements allowing it to maintain the Reservation right-of-way expired in 2013, and 
today’s action seeks to bring the company’s unauthorized presence to an end. 
 

The following statement can be attributed to Sean McBrearty, coordinator, Oil & Water Don’t Mix 
  
“Governor Whitmer please take note:  today the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa in northern 
Wisconsin provides powerful lessons for anyone in Michigan contemplating a Line 5 oil tunnel deal with 
Enbridge. Lesson #1:  if you want to protect Michigan’s waters don’t count on good faith bargaining or help 
from Enbridge. Second important lesson: The only effective way to deal with Enbridge—whose track record for 
transparency, truthfulness and safety in Michigan is dismal—is to exercise your legal rights and responsibilities 
for protecting what you value, which in the case of both Wisconsin and Michigan is water and a way of life.   
  
“Enbridge, it is clear from its lengthy attempt to delay the Bad River Band from exercising its legal rights, will try 
and drag out any talks for as long as possible unless they get a deal on their terms. For the Bad River Band 
that was six years of unauthorized operation of Line 5 and two years of failed mediation.  Meanwhile, Line 5 
threatened the Bad River while Enbridge continued making oil profits. For Michigan, accommodating Enbridge 
means keeping Line 5 as an unacceptable threat to the Great Lakes and 400 other waterways with potential oil 
spill damages to the Great Lakes and Michigan in the billions of dollars. 
 
“Enbridge is responsible for the two worst inland oil spills in North America.  In 1991, Grand Rapids, MN saw 
1.7 million gallons rupture from Enbridge Line 3 and nine years ago this Thursday Enbridge’s Line 6B along the 
Kalamazoo River ruptured, dumping 1.2 million gallons near Marshall, MI.   
  
“Today’s development in Wisconsin reinforces the decisions of Attorney General Dana Nessel to act on behalf 
of the people of Michigan to decommission Line 5 in the Straits of Mackinac and the governor’s move to block 
the backroom deal her predecessor gave Enbridge that would leave Line 5 as an unacceptable threat to the 
Great Lakes and 400 other Michigan waterways.” 
 

## 
Oil & Water Don’t Mix is a broad campaign of organizations, citizens and businesses across Michigan who are working to 
keep oil out of our Great Lakes by shutting down the dangerous Line 5 Pipelines in the Straits of Mackinac. The campaign 

fights for clean water and air, Indigenous rights, reducing pollution, sustainable economies and protecting sporting, 
tourism, and jobs that are dependent on our water and Pure Michigan way of life.  Learn more at 

www.oilandwaterdontmix.org. 
Oil & Water Don’t Mix Steering Committee 

Chippewa Ottawa Resource Authority, Clean Water Action, For Love of Water, Food & Water Watch, Groundwork Center 
for Resilient Communities, League of Women Voters of Michigan, Michigan Environmental Council, Northern Michigan 

Environmental Action Council, Sierra Club, Straits of Mackinac Alliance, Straits Area Concerned Citizens for Peace, Justice 
and the Environment, Sunrise Movement, TC350 

http://david@davidholtz.org/313-300-4454
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?preview=true&m=1129025764294&ca=9f9e51c1-163d-4afa-8804-8ffbcb0f2546&id=preview&fbclid=IwAR3r5YAG9Fs-aYubZ0NjL-3hMojx21HdSwAUXeV1bVspa90A5EUZ-RzHL5I
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/oilandwaterdontmix/pages/3373/attachments/original/1563909847/01_Complaint.pdf?1563909847
http://www.oilandwaterdontmix.org/
http://www.oilandwaterdontmix.org/

